c. G. LYKKEN

HARDWARE
DRY GOODS
SHOES

pPALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA

Feb. 27, 1934

Vr. F. V. Shannon:

Executive Secretary
Chamber of Commerce
Palm Springs, C-~1lif.

Dear ¥r. Shannon:

In reply to yours of Feb. 23rd. The Police Dept.
had taken this matter up with Supt. Dady some time ago
and informed him that dumping of rubbish was taking
place on the reservation. Cheif Seaton has made several
trips to the point indicated and will continue to do so.

Yours truly,
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REPORT OF INSPECTION
AT THE
INDIAN SETTLEMENT, PALM SPRINGS RESERVATION
RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CALIF.

By
H. B. Hommon, Sanitary Engineer

U, S. Public Health Service
14th Ave. & Lake St., San Francisco, Calif,

June 1933

At the request of Superintendent Ellis of the Mission Indian
Agency, and Thomas P. B. Jones, Sanitary Engineer of the River-
side County Board of Health, the writer and C. G. Gillespie, Dir=-
ector of the Bureau of Sanitary Engineering of the State Board of
Health, visited Palm Springs on December 13, 1932, Mr. Jones,
acting under authority of a permit given in Cumulative Pamphlet
Supplement No. 3, U. S. Code Annotated Title 25, Indians, Section
231, which grants permission to employees of any state to make
inspection for certain purposes on Indian iribal lands, had
visited the Palm Springs Reservation many times and made inspections
of the Indian settlement. He wanted the writer to confer with
him regarding the general sanitary conditions at the settlement.

Upon arrival at Palm Springs, the writer and Mr. Gillespie
met Mr, Jones and Mr., J. K, Hall, Farmer for the Agency, and at the
request of Mr. Jones, F. V. Shannon, President of the local Chamber
of Comuerce and A. F. Hicks, President of the Palm Springs Water
Company, were asked to accompany our party on the inspection of the
Indian settlement. Both Mr. Hicks and Mr. Shannon were reported
to be very much interested in the local situation with regard to
sanitation on the reservation.

eneral Inspection

It was reported by Mr. Hall that there were 30 heads of
Indian families and 55 Indians on the reservation, which consists
of 30,000 acres of land with the western border immediately
adjacent to the town of Palm Springs. Practically all of the
Indians live on property adjacent to Indian Avenue, which is a
60-foot dirt street which separates the reservation from the town,
There was no map available whowing the allotments to the Indians at t
the time of the survey, but a map was furnished by Superintendent

A —

A - T

r\*-»'—vw-v Y, LTS T Y AT R



@ &

ﬁllis at a later date.

The larger houses built by the Indians for their own use ang
r renting, were generally considered satisfactory, but those
gailt by lessees on land rented from the Indians were mostly in the

natur‘e Of ShaCkS.

There are four camps in the settlement. One, owned by a
Mr. Hatchett is operated as an auto camp and was found to be satis=-
facotry and had been approved by the State Bureau of Housing and
Immigration. Neither Mr, Hicks nor Mr. Shannon had any complaints
to offer against the sanitary conditions at this camp.,

On the properties owned by Mr. McGill and Mr. Lee Arenas, there
were approximately 30 cabins with eight flush toilets and a few pit
privies. The Pit privies were not in the best of condition. Some of
them needed cléaning while others needed better houses. There were
a few additional cabins scattered about, mostly with earth pit toilets,
There were a few toilets over irrigation ditches that were in bad
condition and should be entirely removed., Mr. Jones, who, as stated
above, has made frequent inspections at the settlement, stated a few
weeks after the survey was made that the toilets over the irrigation
ditches had been removed and that repairs had been made to the others
which were found to be in bad condition in December.

The cottages occupied by the Indian families had either flush
toilets or pit privies which were found gener@lly in %ogd cogdi iQn.
Sewage from the flush toilets is disposed of in tesspdols, which 1s
the method of disposal in the town of Palm Springs,

The bath house which had been the cause of many complaints
in previous years, had been eeplaced with a building that was
apprboved by the State Board of Health and it was considered satis-
fectory by Mr. Shannon and Mr., Hicks. There are six bath rooms, but
the Indian who has chagge of the bath house reported that rooms
numbered 2 and 3, which are located on the sunny side of the building
were most generally used., Rooms number 4, 5 and 6, located on the north
side of the building were not generally used and number was seldom
used on account of the small flow of water through the pool in this
room, The temperature of the water was reported to be around 100
degrees Fahrenheit,

The hog ranch which was formerly located in the settlement, and
the cause of many complaints, had been moved about a mile away, and
Was considered satisfactory by the State Board of Health and by the
officials of the town.

, There was a small amount of horse manure in a few corrals and
Some trash Scattered about, but no mors than would be expected in a
Settlement of the kind that has grown up on land leased for building
shaxks, regardless of the location.

The buildings at the settlement include the following:
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Indian cottages, 30
Tenement buildings, tents, etc. on land leased from
Indians, 100
Grocery stores, 2
Gas station, 1
Barber shop, 1
Cafe, 1

Laundry, 2

Church, 1

Bath house, 1
Corrals, 3

Hog ranch, 1

During the survey the only unsatisfactory sanitary conditions
, particularly by Mr. Shannon and lr. Hicks, as well as the
writer and others in the party, were some kitchen wastes discharged
into the street. pit toilets located adjacent to irrigation ditches,
pit toilets either with the pits filled up or unsatisfaétory
buildings, and a small amount of manure and some trash. These
conditions were no worse, however, than would ordinarily be found

in similar districts in any city or town in Riverside County or any

other county in the state.

noted

In a report by J. F. Worley, District Medical Director assigned
to the U, S. Indian Service for the States of California, Nevade and
Utah, dated March 1, 1933, the following was stated regarding sanitation

at this Indian settlement:

"Palm Springs was also visited, but we were unable to =e
Dr. Wilson, the contract physician. The Indian settlement,
concerning which there is so much local criticism, was
visited and while it presents a number of undesirable
conditions from the economic and esthetic standpoints, no
seriously unsanitary conditions were observed. However, no
attempt was made to make a detailed sanitary inspection,
as such a survey had recently been made by Sanitary Engineer
Hommon in company with both State and County Sanitary

inspectors."

As already noted, the automobile camp has been approved by the
proper authorities of the State of California, and the other camps
in the settlement were reported in February, 1932, by a representative
of the State Board of Health, as being in fair condition. Since his
report many improvements have been made.

lir, Jones, County Sanitary Engineer, stated verbally that he
spent more time making inspections at Palm Springs and the Indian
:gttlement there than at any other one place in the county, and that
1€ general sanitary conditions were as good or better than at other
Slmilar places,

Medical Service

Following the general survey referred to above, an open meeting
the office of Dr., A. D. Wilson, contract physican for the

Was held at




Indian service at Palm Springs, to consider further the question of

nitation, and general health conditions on the property of the
?idians living adjacent to Palm Springs, There were present at this
neeting, in addition to those who made the survey, Dr, Wilson and
jir. Hobart Garlick, Superintendent of Schools,

Superintendent Garlick reported that the total enrollment in
the grammar school was as follows:

Children from tne town of Palm Springs - - - . gg
Chizldren from the Indian Settlement:

Indians = - - - 8

Whites - - - = 24

Mexicans = = = 37
Negro = = - - - 1
Total 70 = - - - - - - 7

Total - - 180

This was the enrollment on December 13th and the number of children
from the settlement was 43.8 percent of the total enrollment in the

school,

The medical and public health services available are provided
by, (a) one town nurse paid by the School Board, Chamber of Commerce,
and County. ©She devotes all her time to visiting the school and the
femilies from which the school children come., (b) School nurse em-
ployed by the Indian Service, who visits the settlement every week or ten
days. (c) Contract physician employed by the Indian Service and who ig
gives free service only to Indians., (d) County Sanitary Engineer who
makes frequent visits to the settlement. (e) County Health Officer,
who makes occasional visists to the settlement but is available on
short notice at all times, (f) A county health nurse who is available
upon request to the County Health officer.

There is no health officer in Palm Springs, since the town is not
incorporated,

Dr. Wilson, the contract physicdéan, reported that there had been no
influenza or tuberculosis among the Indians and that there were only a very
few cases of trachoma among them. He further stated that among the
wpites in the settlement, he had only fouhd a few cases of influenza
With no tuberculosis, and that among the Mexicans there was some influenza
but no tuberculosis,

_Dr. Wilson, upon direct questioning, stated that he believed the
nursing service was satisfactory for the present, but may not be for the
fUPure if the population at the séttlement increasés, His concern was
mainly with regard to health proolems of the future, particularly among
the people building houses on land leased from the Indians. His
eneral impression was that the Indians offer no problem with regard to

éeneral sanitary conditions or health, but with regard to Mexicans and



: in the order named, the situation is in hand at the present time
mnites in ous p;oblem in the future if there is any material ’

ay offer a seri
?ggpgaie in the population of these t wo classes of people,

Summary

llowing sumnary, based on inspections made by the writer in
compaz;ewﬁih State, county and town officials, and donferences with the
County Health Officer of Riverside County, Medical Director Worley,
superintendent Ellis, and & state inspector who had made several inspect-
settlement, gives, it 1s believed, the essential and

ions at the Indian i ;
1mpartial data pertaining to sanitation and other matters at the Palm
Springs Indian Reservation.

nspections apparently have been made at the Indian settle-

More 1
(1) Mo town in Riverside County.

ment than at any other

(2) Large numbersof general complaints have been made regarding
unfavorable sanitary conditions, but only a comparatively few have been
submitted in witing with sufficient details to enable the superintendent

to know what improvements were required.

(3) The general sanitary condisions at the settlement in December,
1932, were not entirely satisfactory, but were reported by the County
Sanitary Engineer as being ebove the arerage for similar communities

in other towns and cities in the cdéunty.

(4) The County Health Officer of Riverside County, and Medical
Director Worley were of the opinion that with the medical and nursing
services available and with the inspections made by the County Sanitary
Engineer and State officials, the Indian settlement was no greater pot-
ential health danger to the town of Palm Springs than similar settlements

are to other towns in the county.

05) The social problem involving esthetiic and economic considerations
is probably more serious than sanitation, and this problem is largely
confined to the people who have leased land from the Indians and con-
structed their own dewllings.

- (6) Mr. Jones, the County Sanitary Engineer, working under authority
given by the Fovernment to State, County Health and other officials for
certain work on Indian Reservations, has made many inspections at the
reservation and has established friendly relations with the Indians and
Peopl§ of Palm Springs. He has succeeded in getting many improvements
made in the past, and his continued assistance and cooperation, together
with that of the state inspectors, will give to this small settlement
more 1nspection servicds than are provided for any other Indian reservation
and all that should be required,

R s
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DIVISION OF IMMIGRATION AND HOUSING
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REPORT OF THE SURVEY ON
HOUSING AND CONDITIONS OF SANITATION

Palm Springs Indian Reservation

by
L. T. Mott F. J. Rugg
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REPORT OF THE SURVEY ON
HOUSING AND CONDITIONS OF SANITATION

Palm Springs Indian Reservation

Conditions of housing and sanitation on the Indian
Reservation at Palm Springs have long been known, but an intensive
investigation was necessary in order to determine violations of the
State Auto Camp Act, enforced by the Division of Immigration and
Housing to be used as a basis for orders and constructive
suggestions for improvement.

This investigation was made at the behest of Mr. John
W. Dady, Superintendent, lMission Indian Agency, U.S. Department of
the Interior; State Assemblyman, John P., Phillips; Mrs. H. A.
Atwood, prominent member of the American Indian Defense association,
Ine.; Mr. Shannon, Secretary Chamber of Commerce, Palm Springs; and
Mrs. Nellie Coffman, owner of the Desert Inn, Palm Springs, a
prominent lady who is interested in the welfare of the Indians,

It is significant to note that various agencies have
from time to time,during the past years attempted to remedy the
alleged infractions of living and housihg standards on this
Reservation, but it was apparent ito your investigators;that they
had met with little or no success.

» In the course of routine inspections of hotels, apart-
ment houses and auto camps at Palm Springs, started on September
25, 1934, prior to the opening of the season, your deputies enter-
ed upon the Indian lands and made a cursory survey of conditions,
but after careful conslderation of the matter there appeared to be
a question of our legal jurisdiction and accordingly the survey
was postponed until a later date. The matter was taken up with
our attorneys and also with the Attorney General's office, and
coincident with the receipt of legal approval to proceed, request
for investigation was received from Mr. John W. Dady and worxk (which
is the basls of this repOrtjwas started December 14, '1934,

Before proceeding to Palm Springs, however, the under
signed attended a conference at Mr. Dady's office in Riverside
held for the purpose of outlining investigation procedure and to
discuss details bearing on the survey. Present at this conference
were: Mr. John W. Dady, Mr. W. B. wells, Health Officer Riverside
County, Dr. H. D. Chope, Acting Health Officer Riverside County,
Mr. T. P. B. Jones, Riverside County Sanitary Inspector, Mr. J. A.
Moore, Special Officer Indian Service, and the undersigned. Actual
inspection work was carried on by the latter four.

A meeting was also held with Dr. Chope and Mr. Jones
at the office of the District Attorney, Earl Redwine, to take up
matters bearing on State law enforcement in connection with the
work.




It was authoritatively stated the Indlan population on
the reservation was approximately 50 persons and it was apparent
early in the investigation that the problems involved were not
confined to the Indians but wére mainly applicable to the general
run of transients who frequent the average auto camps.

The survey covered nine auto camps as defined in Sgnate

Bill No. 282, Chapter 214, Statutes 1931 and five camps accompdat-
ing permanent residents over which the Division has no jurisdiction.
The latter five were inspected for the purpose of determining
their classification status. The permanent settlements appeared

. to be in the same general physical condition as the auto camps, but
instructions for any improvement must of necessity be issued by
the Health Department of some other agency.

We found two classes of ownership of auto camps on the
Reservation. One type operated by White Lessees under Traders
License from the Federal Government and the other by Tribal Indians.
The Reservation covers several sections, the main one being ad-
Jacent to Palm Springs proper. The land 1s divided among the
Indians by allotment and nine of these blocks of land are used for
auto camps purposes.

It was plain to see that prevailing high rents in the
main part of Palm Springs made that area prohibitory as quarters
for persons of limited means d4nd consequently domestics, trades
people, mechanics and laborers have flocked to the Reservation and
taken up quarters there, where rents are more reasonable and
general living expenses much cheaper than on the other side of
town. Many of these townspeople rent ground space by the week,
month or year and erect thelr own houses and shelters. They merely
have verbal leases however and are subject to ejectment from the
allotment at the will of the Indlan owner so naturally they do not
ordinarily erect thelr house with a view to any great degree of
permanency. In some instances these house owners rent their homes
to others and many were also found to be rénting sleeping rooms to
transients. A number of houses have been acquired by the Indian
owners who have rented them to transients or others and the re-
mainder of the Reservation population is made up of winter tourists
and scenery hawks who have, K brought along their tents, trailers,
and house cars and are being accommodated on a weekly ground rental
basis. ' R ’ . =

All these camps have Increased in size from year to year
the survey discloses' and at the present time there is a total of
127 houses, 53 tents, 5 tent houses, 25 trailers and house cars,
and 31 shacks, hovels, and lean-tos, housing approximately 1000
people. No doubt the population will be greatly increased before
the season 1is over and there is every reason to believe that these
camps will continue to enlarge year after year.

5




i .
Ihe housing and sanitary conveniences found in each camp are as follows:

o

£ /”

A
/ R
Trailers Shacks Public Private /’//,/,”/

o | House Tent Hovels Flush Public Flush  Private /%9//4#//

5 : Houses.. Cdrs  Tents Houses Lean-tos Baths Toilets Latrines Toilets Latrines -

Courtemanche 2 3 1 2 2

Anna J. .

Pierce 8 1 3 1 1 1

Carrie Pierce

G@ero 14 4 2 1 2 10

V¥01la

Hatchett 28 1 3 2 5 10

Juana

HAtchett 27 2 4 14

William

Marcus 10 14 37 2 18 4 3 1l

Reamon

Manuel 7 3 3 3 1. 1 S

llarcus

Pete 32 2 7 2 7 1 2 3 15

Ramédlda

Taylor 5 2 2 2

TOTAL 127 25 53 S5 31 ) 20 6 64 2
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Generally speaking

condi 1 . ; . } amMp S
were found to be deplorable. stons of sanitation in the camps

There were no carctakers to police
the grounds and, as a result, the Premises were clétt:red gith

trash, garbage and debris. It was noteq th 1 da
. 3 r at much inflammable an
combustible material such as paints, oils, and gasoline were stored

in sheds and outhouses in close proximity to th : &
senting fire hazard conditions. ¥ ¢ dwellings, pr

It was also observed that many dogs roamed freely through
the camps and gorged themselves on the €Xposed garbage. 4n animal
nuisance of this character is a potential menace to the health and

welfare of persons living on the Reservation and measures should be
taken to curb the evil.

The hit and miss method of garbage and refuse disposal
now in vogue 1is entirely unsatisfactory-~-the town garbage man re-
moves part of the garbage to the hog ranch, a small amount is fed
to chickens and the remainder thrown in open pits or on the surface
of the ground to accumulate and decay causing a most objectionable
stench and affording feeding grounds for the innumerable flies that
swarm about and contribute a menace to the health »f the community.

There was a lack of toilet facilities in most of the
camps and the existing public water closets were not being maintain-
ed in a clean and sanitary manner. e observed a number of dilapi-
dated shack latrines scattered about and it seems needless to point
out thelr potential danger from a health standpoint. ‘Jater is
plentiful in Palm Springs and the absorbent texture of the soil
makes for easy disposal of sewage through the medium oi c¢esspools
or septic tanks. e have no hesitancy in recommending, tnerefore,
that the use of latrines be entirely discontinued and replaced with
water closets.

There were but few public showers or baths and the pre-
sent ones were in a neglected and clogged state. Complaint was
made to your deputies by many camp occupants on the lack of these
essential facilities.

. The general run of plumbing was poorly installed--not be-
ing properly trapped or vented and in many instances the drainage
from sinks and shower baths was running on the surface of the ground
and forming stagnant pools. This condition prevailed at numerous
cottages and at practically all of the trailers and house cars.
Slops and waste water from the tents were thrown on the ground, due
to the fact that there were no hoppers or other means of disposal.

Tents and other habltations were set too close together
allowing little or no privacy for the occupants and creating fire

hazards as well as making it difficult to properly clean up the prem-
1ses. llany tents had makeshift lean-to kitchens fabricated of flimsy
material such as cardboard, mosquitoe netting, paper, rags, sacks, etc.

o
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) (1) Habitationsg and ext
and free of all accumulation
bage at all times ang such m
tary manner, ’

erior premises must be kept clean
S of rubbish, debris, filth, and gar-
aterial must be disposed of in a sani-

- (2) Al1 toilet, bath, kitchen, and wash wastes must be
disposed of through the

medium of sewers, septic tanks or cesspools.

(3) A1l plumbing must oe properly trapped and vented.

(4) All unsanitar

. ¥y stock corrals, chicken pens, dove cotes,
and rabbit huteh

€8s must be removed from the vicinity of habitations-

(5) Destroy all dilapidated and insanitary shack privies
or latrines and provide at least two sanitary toillets, one for each
SeX, for each ten units--a unit is a tent, trailer car, house car,
apartment, house or other type of habitation.

(8) Living quarters must be constructed in a safe and
substantial manner and so constructed as to afford shelter to the
occupants against the elements.

(7) Demolish all insanitary and dilapidated shacks and
hovels now used as living quarters.

(8) Discontinue cooking and sleeping in the same room.

(9) Secure a State Auto Camp building permit before start-

ing new camps or making any additions or alterations to the existing
ones. .

~

In addition to the above the following suggestions have been
advanced for the general improvement of the camps.

(15 Tents, traller cars, and house cars should be lined up
in an orderly manner and spaced at least twenty feet apart.

(2) Slop hoppers should be placed at convenient points for
the disposal of drainage and waste water from tents.

(3) A public wash house equipped with laundry trays should
be installed at each camp.

(4) Livestock and fowls should not be permitted in the
camp.

(5) The use of rags and sack material on the houses for
wind breaks should be discouraged and all inflammable and combusti-
ble material such as paints, oils, and gasoline should be stored
at a safe distance from the habitations.
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(6) All flues and stove pipes that are s i
ot i
hazard should be checked and put in a state of gogdpre22§;%1 %;Zie

flues and stove pipes go through the ceilings and s o
be kept away from the wood wori. = rools they should

(7) Painting of the houses from time to ti
encouraged. me to time should be

(8) A caretaker should be appointed at ev
police the premises daily. pp ery camp to

. 'It is most essential that these camp operators realize
thelr obligation to secure State Building Permits before doing any
further construction and when this provision o the law is complied
with it will mean the passing of shacks and hovels in future build-
ing. In the first place the construction of shacks is an economic
waste--they are always the focal center of other bad camp conditions
and once they are erected it is oftimes difficult to get rid of

them. Housing of a substantial and durable character should be en-
couraged.

We are satisfied that when the above orders are complied
with and the suggestions given due consideration and attention
there will be no cause for further complaint regarding the sanitary
and housing standards in the Auto Camps on the Palm Springs Indian
Reservation.

Naturally, it is an easy matter to point out violations
but it is another matter to secure thelr correction. However, the
splendid assistance rendered by the Bureau of Indian affalirs through
Mr. Dady and Mr. lMoore and the fine cooperation of the Riverside
County Health Department, through Sanitary Officer T. P. B. Jones,
together with the expressed desire of the Indian leaders to secure
a clean-up will go far toward making our road an easy one.

December 31, 1934 Respectfully submitted,

e _
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Office of Indian Affairs

Washington

State Sanitgry and Health Ragﬁlaticns Ap-licable
to Indian Reservations in the State of California,

Under the act of February 15, 1929 (45 Stat. 1185) which pProvides:

That the Secretary of the. Interior shall permit the agentg g
of any State to enter upon Indian tribal lands, réservations,
therein far the purpose ofmaking inspection of
ditions and enforcing sanitation and quarantine regulations or to enforce
compulsory sthool attendance of Indian pupils, as mrovideq bY the Lay of
State, under such rules, regulations, and conditions as the Seeretar the

nterior may prescribe, vV of the

;f emloyeas
Or al lotmentg
health ang educational con~

. Health authorities of the State of California are he reby &uthorized tp enter

upon Indian tribal lands, reservations, or allotments within that State for

the purpose of making inspeetion of health conditions ang >nforecing sanitation

and quarantine regulations under the State laws in the same mannsy as such

regulations are enforeed in the surrounding territory @ong the general pop

Superintendents and other of ficials of the Office of Indian,aifairs are

directed to cooperate with the State and local mmalth o ficeps in carrying

out. these provisions.
APPROVED: September 8, 1933.
HAROLD 1, ICKES,

Secretary of the Interior.

Aug. 30, 1934

Copiew furnished all Physicians and Farm 4gents; also J. A, Moore.
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THE AMERICAN INDIAN DEFENSE ASSOCIATION, ING,

COPY

3904 West Eleventh Street
Riverside, Calif.
Novenber 29, 1934

Dr. J. D, Dunshee,
Health Department,
State Building,

San Francisco, Cglif.

My dear Dr. Dunshee:

I have just returned from a visit to Palm Springs which
is one of our supposed health resorts in Riverside County.

A man representint the Chamber of Commerce, anothsr rep=-
resenting the Police Department, an attorney and Mrs. Nellie Coff-
man of the Desert Inn, escorted me through the auto camps which are
springing up over might in Palm Springs.

The situation on account of these carps is desperate.
The Indians are leasing to irresponsible people who take in all
sorfs of riff-raff who desire to stayin that salubrious climate,
more or less permanently. Of course, that includes a good many
who are tubercular and otherwise chronically diseased. The
Shelters, if you have the nerve to call them so, run all the way
from little shacks to tents made of gunny sakes, canvass and
paper boxes. A cigarette stub or a flaming matech would cause a
fire that might cost many lives. One feeble-minded boy was
burned up in just such a shack, and a little child was rescued
with dif ficulty. Really, it is one of the worst plague-spots
I have ever seen. If any contagious disease should break out
as those people are on wheels, in the face of a quarantine,
wuld scatter abroad and communicate the disease all over this
part of the country.

I understgnd that you are located in Los Angeles part
of the month, and Iﬁhope that you may arrange to come up to
Riverside and accompany me to the Desert. Mrs. Coffman of the
Desert Inn sends you an invitation to stay at the Desert Inn
during your visit.

I think that, so long as the Johnson-0'Malley law is in
force, you have jurisdiction over this situation. Action is
necessary immediately. Yor that reason, if you will commun-
icate with me by telephone or wire, and make arrangements so



that we may visit that part of the county, I shall heartily
appreciate it.

Sincerely yours
Stelle M. Atwood

(Mrse. Ho Ao Atwood)

Copy to

Mr, Henry B. Hommon

U. S, Public Health Service
San Francisco, Calif,

After the above was written I had a talk with Dr. Chope
and he said he would take up the situation with you on your
return to the south. The Indians are always reluctant to make
changes so they need to hear the voice of authority.
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, . UNITED STATES
'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Mission Indien Agency
Riverside, California

Mr. L. T. Mott

Asst. State Housing Commissioner
State Building

Los Angeles, California

Dear Mr. Mott:

At your convenience will you please

inspect the auto cemps which the Indians

at Palm Springs are running and make
recommendations to me for any changes which
you feel &are necessary for the protection
of the health of the people of the Palm
Springs Reservation. Also, please report
regarding the elimination of fire hazards.

In order to properly insist on the Indian
Committee of the reservation carrying out
suggested improvements and changes which are
necessary for the better protection of the
health of the Indians and prevention of
fires, we request that this visit of in-
spection and report to me be made at the
earliest possible date.

Very truly yours,

John W. Dady
Superintendent
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703 State Buillding,
Lo8 Angeles, Californla,

Lecemher 4«1954.

’li!‘B- e iAo ditﬂQOd’
3904 West nleventh HSt.,
" . Riverside, Californis.

Dear Hrs. Atwood: wee

R A I 1 ‘ ‘Thank you for the informatior contained in
" gyour letter of November 27th, A few jears before I came
il . into the Department of lisalth, the jurisdiction over these
camps was taken over by the State jepartmert of Immigration
.. und Housinge 1 am thereiore, ssencing your lettver to San
I - . rrancisco, to be referred to their attention, and to Lr.
- . . Je Fe Worley, United States Department of the Interior, 0flice
SRl Al ~ of Indian Affairs, Box 310, Sacrawento, Callfornia,

e BE T I expect to be in Hiverside County within the
o next week, and will meke it a point to hecome thorouch .y
... 7. familiar with the situation first-hand, <{hank you for your
a0 o= 7 Kind invitation to go with you. I cannot accept at the
- pressnt tite, because I do not know definltaly just when.

" 1.will be thore. . ’

S Yours very truly,

.J. ite DUNI}H&QE‘., I o Dy.
U RIRLCTUR OF PUBLIC e ALTH.

JDD:Adf

:,GC~Stht§ bept.Immig.va'Boﬁaing,'Staté'ﬁldg;,pSan Franecisco, | | ‘ -
lgC-Dr. J.F.Worley,U.S.Dept.Interior, office of Indian Affairs, Box 3l0-Sacramento
- o G-EO.KO'I. . a . "_ . p E . ;

~ €C-Dr.Chops, Riverside County Health Dept.,Riverside, Calif.
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THE AMERTICAN INDIAN DEFLNSE ASSOCIATION, INC.

3904 West Kleventh Street,
Riverdde, Calif,
Novembaer 29, 1934,

Dr. J. D. Dunshee,
Health Department,

State Building, G4 mr
San Francisco, Calif.

My dear Dr. Dunshee:

I have just returned from a visit to Palm Springs, which
is one of our supposed health resorts in Riverside County.

A man representing the Chamber of Commerce, another rep-
resenting the Police Department, an Attorney and Mrs, Nellie
Coffman of the Desert Inn, escorted me through the auto camps
which are springing up over night in Palm Springs.

e situation on account of these camps is desperate.
The Indians are leasing to irresponsible people who take in all
sorts of riff-raff who desire to stay in that salubrious climate,
more or.less permanently. Of course, that includes a good many
who_ere -tubercular and. otherwise chronically diseased. The
Shelters, if.you, have the nerve to call them so, runn all the way
from 1ittle shacks to tents made of gunny sacks, canvass and
paper boxes.. A cigarette stubyor a fleming match. would cause a
fire that might cost many lives, .One feeble-minded boy was
burned up in.just such a.shack,.and a little child,was rescued
with difficulty. . Really, it 1s,one:of the_worst~piague-spdfé'
I have ever seen. If any contagious disease should break out
as those people are on wheels, in the face of a quarantine,
would scatter abroad and communicate the disease all over this
part of the country.
ORI

I understand that you are located in Los Angeles part

of the month, and I hope that you may arrange to come up to
Riverside and accompany me to the Desert, Mrs, Coffman of the
Desert Inn sends you an invitation to stay at the Desert Inn
during your vigit,
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'Malley law e
¥ that, so long as the Johnson-0 v is 1in 5
o ’ gutgiﬁe Jurlsdictlon over this situation. Action ig ?5 '
Behes z jmmediately. For that reason, if you will comrmu- i
neceizawzth .o by telephone or wire, and make arrangements so ol
fgégi we may visit that part of the county, I shall heartily ?éq
. appreclate 1t E’/"
Sincerely yours ';;
(signed) Stella M. Atwood =
STELLA M. ATWOOD f“.
£ ' : : i/
' (Mrs. H. A. Atwood) _ 5 U
- p o . ;,/ ‘(
< COPY tO"‘; : b
e, Henry B. Hommon A L o S
;' T.8. 'Public Health Service, ‘ , v _ - R
‘T'San Francisco, Calif P ‘ ~ A, , N

T After the above Was written I had a talk with Dr. Chope
L! i oand he said he would take up the situation with you on your

...~ return to the south,. The Indians are always reluctant to make
g v;lx-;changes so they need to hear the voice of authority.

. A(signed) S.M.A.
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December
Seventh
1934,

Mrs, H, A, Atwood
3904 West Eleventh St.,
Riverside, Celifornia.

Dear Madam:

The Director of the State Department of
Public Health has forwarded a copy of your letter to
hin under date of November 29th, as well as a copy
of his reply.

We wish you to know thet we shall begin
investigation of the situation existing around Palm
Springs, particularly on the reservation, next week.
We have had this matter under consideration for some
time but have deferred action on account of the
question of our jurisdietion to make inspections and
recommendations concerning matters affecting wards
of the United States Govermment rising upon lands
allotted for their use.

We shall be glad to keep you in touch
with the progress mede as our inwvestigation develops.

Very truly yours,

Chief
Division of Imnmigration and Housing.

Copy to
Los Angeles Office



h

Decembop 15
1934
Indio, Cali;.‘cr nia’

S. Brown, Chlef,
ﬁnceg; Immigration & Housing,
D‘g;;e 3ldg., Civic Centre,

2

san Francisco, Calif.

Dear Mr. Brown:

Relative to the auto camps located on I
Springs = after many years of trying to clean up thy
various agencies, the Bureau of Indian Affairs have
jsion to do the job.

8 mess through
call=d on oip Div-

Mr. Mott and I had a conference at R
Chope and lir. Jones, his Sanitary Inspector, and
lack of understanding = being new on the job - th
brush about the matter of jurisdietion in the enforcement of the
Auto Camp &ct, but we ironed it out nicely after g conference in tip
District Attorney's office. Dr. Chope, acting Health Officer for
Riverside County, seemed to have the idea that the problem at Palnm
Springs, being one of health and sanitation, as referred to in the
Dspartment of the Interior's letter, would have to be handled by
our Division through the Health Department, and our law enforced through
that ageney. You will note that Health Department is not Speci-
fically mentioned in the Department of Ipteriors® letter, Dr. Chope
is a very nice gentleman and of course wanted the credit to reflect
to his Deparfment, %0 which we could not agree, However, we could
work together on this problem.

iverside with Dr,
due to his apparent
ere was a little

We next called on Mr. Dady, the Indian Agent, who re-
quested us to clean up the mess and gave us carte blanche to g0 on
the reservation. The matter of permits to be required from the
Indians for new construction was not taken upe.

The Indian Dept. detailed their chief enforcemsnt
officer of the South Western Indian Agencies, a Mr. Moore, and the
local Indian Police officers to assist us in this clean up.

On Tuesday we started on a preliminary survey accomp-
anied by Moore, Jones, 2 Indian Police Officers, and Dr. Wells, who
expscts to be back as Heal th 6fficer by next Monday. It started to
rain, and kept it up for three days, unusual for Palm Springs, and
it hindered us considerably.



The first camp was 0pe§ate: bf{ a'Whi;ce Operator with g
the second without a trader's cenge - era

trader;:rgécg;?ﬁéore to take out the trader's license. 1n°§hist°r
:gzn::tion you will be interested to know that this license ig con-
tingent on the operator getting a'permit from us. The thirg and
fourth camps were operated by Indian women - the cabins and shacks
were rented by the week and month. Some were owned by the @ cupan tg
who paid ground rent by the month. There were several tents and

trailers.

The fifth and sixth camps were owned by Indian women
and run by the husband of one, a white man - these were inspecteqd
by our Dept. for several years as bona fide auto camps. The seventh
camp was owned and operated by one of the Indian Policemen. 4 feyw
cabins and shacks and many tents, trailer cars and tents with lean=-
to's and hovels of paper, tin, canves and other like material ang

crowded together.,

The eighth cemp, Indian owner, several cabins and a
few tents and trailer cars.

The ninth camp, Indian owner, a number of cabins,
shacks and hovels in more or less of a dilapidated and insani tary
condition, some owned by the operator, others by the occupants. Some

tents and trailers.

These camps as a whole are in a deplorable condition
and have rapidly grown, causing the people of Palm Springs to use
every means possible to eradicate or regulate these camps. The
Federal Government has no laws or regulations to cover this and as the
Health Dept is powerless, the Indian Agency loo s to us to solve
this problem and the clean-up and will give us their full support.

In t is clean-up program, we will have some difficulty
in handling the Indian as he has been led to believe he is immune
from our laws on his reservation. If we are able to gain our
point to compel him to get a permit for new construction, the
housing in the future will be an easy matter to take care ofj if
it can't be done, we will have to tackle the shack problem from
a sanitary angle only and do our best to getrid of the wa st
hovels. :

e will go over this with Mr. Dady before scnding in
ourreports and get his O. K., s0 that we may go to the bat, if
necessary, with his full support. 2%s Dr. Chope expected to be in
San Francisco this week, s requested him to see you and zive you
the details as he sces it,

Mr. Moore, the head of the Indian Police, has been
detailed to remain on the Job, and work wi th us until the entire
mess is cleaned up.

Very truly yours,

Fred J. Rugg



6 OFFICE OF
COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH , COUNIY & CITY OF RIVERSIDE
COURT HOUSE
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA
December 29, 1934

SANITARY CONDITIONS, AGUA CALIENTE INDIAN RESERVATION.

The Agua Caliente reservation at Palm Springs consists of 31,128 acres of
which about 30,000 are uninhabited desert or rough foothill country with a few
green canyons fed by small mountain streams, which latter however disappear in
the sandy soil before reaching the plain. The most notable of these canyons is
Palm which is visited by many thousands of sightseers annually, the Indians
charging road toll and deriving considerable revenue therefrom.

The Indian population of the reservation fluctuates between forty and fifty
people. 1In addition there are five settlements of whites and Mexicans wherein the
residents have their pr rmanent homes, the buildings belonging to them and the
land rented from the Indians, the plots being generally about 25' by 100!, 1In

these camps there were 188 people including ten negroes, seventy whites and
108 Mexicans. ,

The p=rmanent population above referred to does not include those in the
settlements catering to transients and which come under the techniecal deseription
of Auto Camps. There are tem of these, having an aggregate population whiech may
be roughly estimated at about five hundred. These latter settlements are under
the sanitary control of the State Bureau of Industrial Ralations and a separate
report relating to them was prepared by the Bureau's agents, L., T. Mott and
F. Rugg.

The last survey, made in November 1929, showed a population of 138 in the
pPresent pe rmanent settlements.

The dwellings may be tabulated roughly as to type as follows:

Trailer Cabin . 1
Stationary Cabins 24
Tent Houses 6
Tents 2
Substantial Cottages 3
Rough Shacks 20

The tents and trailers are used as ad juncts to more permanent type buildings.

The cabins are small buildings of tight construction and comparatively smooth
interior finish,.

The buildings are generally unprovided with provision for disposal of wash
water or for running water within the dwelling, water being drawn from yard
fixtures as a rule., The wash water from the laundry, dishes and bathing is
generally thrown upon the ground or used in connection with irrigation of gardens.
The nuisance so caused is largely modified by the sandy character of the soil
and the arid climate.

Very little garbage was in evidence and that found was mainly fruit peel-
ings and egg shells. A tendency to collect this and other refuse in open pits
was noted. There were several small areas where 0ld accumulations of tin cans and
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simklar junk were scattered about on the ground.

Flies were found to be especially prevalent about the residences in two
locations. 1) In the Arenas Mexican camp in the vieinity of Beck's mule corral.
2) In Saturnino's camp where there is a stable for several horses kept by
Saturnino. In neither instance was there any attempt apparent to control fly-
breeding by proper handling of manure. The vieinity of the Beck corral was also
littered with an accumulation of rubbish and junk. Beck's corral is within twenty-
five feet of a residence occupied by eight people.

At the edge of the Patencio settlement, the local scavenger(Spaletti) has
pens for a hundred or more hogs which he feeds the garbage collected in town. For
a hog farm, the premises were kept with a minimum of nuisance. No accumulations
of old garbage or manure were noted and cans are washed after emptying. Anti-
larval sprays are used on the ground to control fly-breeding. Spaletti's res-
idence and immediate surroundings were especially neat and orderly.

Of the toilets listed nine of the privies and six of the flush toilets were
owned by the Indian lessors and erected as community facilities. The five flush
toilets being installed were for the private use of individual lessees. One
of the community flush toilets was in bad condition due to a break between the
flush tank and bowl. The privy closets, with four exceptions were in a bad state
of repair, seat lids having been torn off and box boarding sprung, affording
unrestrieted ingress for flies. An unsanitary practice, peculiar to the Mexican
populetion, was noted in all flush toilets, the toilet paper, after use, being thro wn
upon the floor instead of in the bowl and piles of such paper was found in practical-
ly &@ll1 the flush toilets used by the Mexican lessees.

Tabulation of conditions as to buildingg, population, and toilets is attached
herewith.

Signed Thos. P. B. Jones
Sanitation Agent




Lee Arenas
Home Camp

Wilmats
Camp

Tenant Type Dwelling Rooms Persons Toilet Period of Residn
Stacy Cabin 1 1 Privy 3 years
Friedman Cabin & tent house 3 3 Flush closet 2 years
Fairchild Tent house 3 2 Privy 2 years 50 i hono
de Santoro Tent house(tule roof) 1 can & chemical 3 years
Kino Cabin & garase ) 9 F.C.,mhétng 3 years
installed
Wilson Cahin 3 2 F. C. 1 year
Casey Tent house 2 1 chemical
Sieger Cottage & tent house 3 1 privy 4 years
Lee pWobnm Cottaze 4 2 privy 50 years
Gray Cabin 1 2 F. C. being 2 months
installed
Hawthorne Cabin 2 3 F. C. ! "
Pinowski Tent house 2 vacant privy 1 year
Nicholson Cabin 2 2 privy 1 year wbdiak
Total 12 Total 32 23 F. C. 4
Privy 6 ‘-w
Chem. 1
Smith 2 cabins 4 5 F. C. 3 months
Hillstrend cabin & trailer 3 4 F. C. 2 yoars 30 chckino
kmﬂ@hﬁﬁ
Total 2 7 9 2 F. C.



Tenant Type Dwelling Rooms Persons Toilet Period of Residence

Lee Aprenas

Mexican Camp Beck shack 3 4 privy 10 years
Sullivan Cabin 3 8 F, C. 5 years
Haley Cabin 3 4 (privy 2 months

|F. C. to be built
Gordon & Hager Shack 4 7 privy 1 year
Reyes " 2 5 F. C. B years
Lopez W 3 5 privy 7 years
Juanta " 2 2 Cc. F. C. 8 years
Garcia " 3 4 " 8 years
Cardona " 3 8 " 3 months
Marquez " 2 5 " 9 years
Torres n 3 7 CFC & privy 8 years
Pristo stucco cabin 3 5 C. F. C. 6 years
Ortega Cabin 6 6 instelling F. C. 2 months
A. W. Sullivan Cabin | 2 6 C. privy 3 months
Pat Roche Cabin 2 3 " 3 months
Crossley Schack ‘ 3 ) 6 installing F. C. 3 years
Total 16 47 85 7 privies
’ 2 F. C.

3 F. C. being instqglled

Rubbish scattered about camp adjoining Saturnino's line
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Type Dwelling

Miguel Tony Prieto
Saturnino

Frank Priato
Neely
manahno.
Huou..n.._..HHu
Perez

dé Spain
Herrero

Jovero

Total

Patencio Spaletti

C amp

" <Hernandez

" -Placentia
Herrara
Boquero y Moreno
S+one
Fonte

Rogers

Total

Period of Res-
E[.mpow

8 years

6 years

2 months

8 years(Indian)
3 months

10 years

2 years

2 years

9 years

10 years
4 months

2 months

w

2 months
1% years
1 year
1 week

2 weeks

Rooms Persons Toilet
stueco cabin 3 | 5 C. F. C.
Shack 5 8 c. wu»q
Shack 2 2 .C. F. C.
Shack 2 p 7 c. F. C.
shack 2 5 c. ¥. C.
Shack 2 3 c. F. C.
cabin 2 2 privy
cabin 3 vacant C. privy
shack 2 7 c. F. C

_Shack 3 7 c. F. Cc.

10 23 plus 3 40 4 C,P., 4 C.F.C.

cottace 4 3 F. C.

cabin 4 3 tight privy
eabin &tent 2 3 privy
Shack 2 8 privy
Shack 3 3 privy
Cabin & tnet 3 4 privy
Shack 3 8 privy
_Cebin 3 2 privy

8 24 34

1 F. Co = 6 privies



. - o 1929~ 1934

Camp Privies Flush Closets F. C. baing installed Rasidanca Pooulation
Wilma's 0 2 0 2 0 9
Saturnino 2 4 0 10 40 40
Patencio ] 1 o 8 25 34
Arenas Home Camp 2(Chem. 1) 2 ] 12 0 23

Arsnas Mexican 7 2 3 18 73 85 /_\
21(Chem. 1) 1 5 48 138 191
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16236 , State of California
Page 75.

&

GENERAL HEALTH LA%S,

All physieians, nurses, clergymen, attendants, uin.r.,

p16 [
f:f:icizf:' proprietors, mamagers, employees, and persons living in or vieiting
ropo;t any sick persom in any hotel, lodging house, house, building, office
diseases. structure, or other place where any person shall be ill of any 1,3.0{_
ious, contagious or communicable disease, shall promptly report such

fact to the county, ¢ity and county, city, or other local health
board or health officer, together with the name of the Persen, if
known, and place where such person is confined, and nature of the
disease, if knowne
It shall be the duty of each c¢ith, city and ¢ounty, or
other health officer to transmit to the county healty offiger at
least weekly in writing a report showing the number and chamcter of
infectious, contagious, or comminicable diseases reported and
locations from which such cases have been reported. (1927 amendment,) b

INFECTED PFRSONS NOT TO ATTEND SCHOOL. Coe
' |
No instructor, teacher, pupil, or child affected with any

Protection pl7
to schools. contagious, infectious, or communicable disease which is or might be
the subject of quarantine, or has been declared reportable, or who

resides in any house, building, structure, tent, or other place where

wuch disease exists or has recently existed, shall be permitted, by

any superintendent, principal or teacher of any college, -seminary,

public or private school, to attend such college, 'demimary, or school, :
except by the written permission of the local health officer. y
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MISSION INDIAN AGEECY
Riverside, California
MNareh 19, 1935

TO AGENCY PHYSICIANS s

You will be interested in the emclosed sopy
of Circular #3043 to w