Rob Bonta
Attorney General

February 26, 2026

Sheriff Chad Bianco
Riverside County

4095 Lemon Street
Riverside, CA 92501
jbianco(@riversidesherrif.org
EMAIL ONLY

RE:  Warrants for Materials Related to November 2025 Special Election
Dear Sheriff Bianco:

Election integrity, and public confidence in the administration of elections, are matters of
statewide concern, and I have a constitutional duty to ensure that state elections laws are
adequately and uniformly enforced. As the state’s chief law officer, I also have a constitutional
duty to supervise county sheriffs, including authority to “direct the activities of any sheriff
relative to the investigation or detection of crime within the jurisdiction of the sheriff ....” Gov.
Code § 12560; Cal. Const. art. V, § 13.

There is no indication anywhere in the United States of widespread voter fraud. Counts,
recounts, hand counts, audits and court cases all support this. My office, in partnership with the
Secretary of State, holds California to the highest election standards and is committed to
ensuring that state elections are safe and secure. This is why I was concerned earlier today to
learn that your office executed warrants to seize approximately 1,000 boxes of ballots and other
materials from the Riverside County Registrar of Voters related to the November 2025 Special
Election.

We have tried unsuccessfully to work with you to understand the basis for this
investigation. Today, Division of Law Enforcement Chief Stephen Woolery requested that you
provide my office with copies of the affidavits supporting the probable cause determination for
the subject warrants and briefly defer executing any warrants from the scheduled time of Friday,
February 27, 2026 at 10 a.m. to March 6, 2026 so that we could better understand the basis for
the search. We received the affidavits at 11:24 a.m. this morning. Instead of briefly delaying
execution as Chief Woolery requested, however, we learned this afternoon that you accelerated
your timeline and executed the warrants shortly after he made the request.

My office has reviewed the warrants issued on February 9, 2026 and February 23, 2026
and associated affidavits. We are concerned that the affidavits identify no specific felony
offenses you have probable cause to believe were committed, nor do they identify particular
persons whom you have probable cause to believe committed any such offenses, as required by
Penal Code sections 1524(a)(4) and 1525. There also appear to be omissions of material facts in
the affidavit that may have substantially interfered with the magistrate’s inference-drawing
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rocess. Morris v. Superior Court (1976) 57 Cal A

I am concerned about the potential for this investigation, which is unprecedented in scope
and scale, to undermine public confidence in state elections. At the same time, I take seriously
any concerns about potential election 1rregularities, including alleged discrepancies between
votes cast and votes counted in the November 2025 Special Election in Riverside County. For
these reasons, it 1s imperative that my office have adequate time to understand the issues
underlying the investigation before your office takes further steps.

Therefore, pursuant to my supervisory authority over California sheriffs set out in article
V, section 13 of the California Constitution and California Government Code section 12560, I
am directing you to:

(1) preserve all ballots, documents, or other materials that have been seized by your
office to date; and

(2) pause further action in this matter until my office has had the opportunity to review it.

My office will review the matter expeditiously and be in touch with you in the coming
days about next steps, including about how our offices may work together to address the
allegations that gave rise to your investigation.

Please confirm your compliance with this directive by noon tomorrow (February 27).

Sincerely,
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ROB BONTA
Attorney General

CC: Stephanie Nelson, Deputy County Counsel, Riverside County Counsel’s Office
EMAIL: stnelson(@rivco.org






